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EDITORIAL NOTES. 


HE whole history of Chris- 
tianity affords marvelous ex- 
amples of the dynamic force of the 
simple presentation of Truth, un- 
supported by material force. Jesus 
Christ said that He was Himself 
“the Truth;’ and among the re- 
sults of His brief public ministry 
were the fall of great pagan sys- 
tems of philosophy and _ idolatry, 
and the transformation of the 
mightiest political system that the 
world had seen up to that time. 
\nd these momentous events took 
place although the followers of 
Christ had no material force at 
their command, and against them 
were arrayed all the civil, military, 
legal, social and financial powers 
of the richest and mightiest em- 
pire that ever existed. As on a 
large scale in Roman times, so on 
a lesser in the sixteenth century. 
The work of the Reformation was 
not accomplished by a _ mighty 
army, or even by the defeat of 
Papal agents in intellectual com- 
bat. It was the plain presentation 
of the truth of the Gospel in the 
open Bible that brought into being 
the forces that have made the dif- 
ference between North America 
and South America—between all 


the nations that read the Bible and 
all those that do not. 

And, further, all these mighty 
results have been achieved by the 
truth of God being brought to bear 
first of all upon individual life. It 
is the privilege of every person 
who has had experience of the 
power of that truth upon his own 
soul to bring all around him under 
its blessed influence. As surely as 
he does so, he will not merely 
spread the knowledge of the Gos 
pel, but its actual power, and many 
shall rise up and call him blessed. 
Jesus told His disciples that they 
should do greater things than they 
had seen Him do, and those words 
were fulfilled in the history of the 
Christian Church. In our day He 
will give to all Christian believers 
the power to be co-workers with 
Him in miracles of salvation. We 
are all surrounded by those who 
are in need of His help, and it is 
by the power of our testimony 
that we shall become channels of 
blessing to their needy souls. If 
we set the truth of God plainly be- 
fore them, that truth will prevail 
by means of the dynamic power 
that it has always possessed. 
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The Truth Seis Free. 

It is the God that His 
children should be free from bond- 
“Ye shall the truth, 


and the truth shall make you free.” 


will of 


age. know 
All unconverted people are under 
the 
certain 


the dominion of sin, and ma- 


jority are slaves to spe- 


cific forms of evil. They are not 


their own masters. They often 


Wish they could prevent themselves 
from doing things they know to 
be wrong. Such people who are 
Catholic Church 


to confession, do 


in the Roman 


go 
penance, offer 


long prayers and try by various 


means to rid themselves of the 
yoke of sin. But all to no purpose. 
Month after month the same kinds 
of sin have to be confessed, be- 
cause there is no power in the ab- 
solution of the priest to prevent 
the 


has just confessed. 


the penitent from repeating 


evil deeds he 


But Jesus Christ not has 


power on earth to forgive sins, but 


only 


to save His people from their sins, 
and to enable them to walk before 
God and man in righteousness all 
kind of 
Catholic 
how to 


their days. This is the 


salvation desired by the 


people, if they knew ob- 


tain it: and those of them who 


are brought to see the truth as it 
is in Jesus accept it gladly and 
walk in it with jov all the rest of 
lives. 


their This is coming from 


the darkness and 


superstition of 
Rome into the marvelous light and 


glorious 


God. 


liberty of the children of 
The same Gospel that makes 
Protestants the disciples of Christ 


will bring Catholics into harmony 
with the 


divine purpose if 


heed the 


they 


hear and blessed invita- 


tion. 


Rome and the Y. M. C. A. 

A highly esteemed friend at Syr- 
acuse, N. Y., sends the following 
communication in a_ business let- 
cer: 

That idolatrous political organ- 
which itself 
Holy Catholic 

having suppressed Bible 


ization 
“The 


Church,” 


designates 
Roman 


reading in the public schools and 
muzzled many of our newspapers, 
“anti-Catholic 
literature” from the reading rooms 
fo a eS 


These 


is now banishing 
organizations. 
endeavors are meeting 
with surprising success, and though 
the bishops are, as usual, driving 
the thin edge of the wedge, they 
can ere long direct the Y. M. C. 
A.’s attention to the fact that the 
Bible is the most 
literature” 
now extant, and must be, 
like THE CATHOLIC, 


“removed or destroyed” whenever 


pre-eminently 
“anti-Catholic 
that it 
CONVERTED 


radical 


“fanatical” Christian leaves 
on the table of the Y. M. 
reading room. 


some 
a copy 
ae 
ries will come next. 

There are some Y. M. C. A. 


cials, 


Public libra- 


offi- 


however, who possess. not 
blood but = Chris- 


tian bone, who will not yield to 


only American 


the arrogant demands of an an- 
this 
who 
doubts a large measure of success 
in this venture of the bishops? It 
still remains true that eternal vig- 


ilance is the price of liberty. 


tagonistic hierarchy, but in 


“anything for money” time, 


LUTHERAN. 
January 15, 1906. 


“Where the Shoe Pinches.” 
That the 
unique, the brilliant, article which 


was the heading of 
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we reproduce from the New York 
Observer, of which the Rev. John 
Jancroft D.D., is the ed- 
itor and proprietor, the successor 
of the Rev. Charles 
Stoddard, D.D., who 
the De Ser 4. 

famous “Irenzus,” 


Devins, 


Augustus 
succeeded 
the 
as editor of the 

After the death of Dr. 
whose “Irenzus” articles 
made the Observer the best-known 
the United 
under the 
continued to 
the 
that character- 
“Letters” of 


Rev. Prime, 
Observer. 
Prime, 


religious journal in 
States, Dr. Stoddard, 
name of “Augustus,” 
the leading articles in 
happy 
the 
These weekly contributions to the 


write 
same vein 
ized lrenzus. 
Observer have been continued by 
Dr. Stoddard under the 
ment of Dr. Devins. 


manage- 
As our read- 
ers will see by the article we pub- 
lish this month, there is nothing 
brighter, more pungent or incisive 
in our religious journalism. 

The sidelight thrown on Roman 
Catholic morality and the _prac- 
tices of that Church in this article 
is illuminating. if 
and 
puncture in manner the in- 
flated pretensions of the Roman 
that Church, for 
would not dare to 
its claims to supremacy here. 


Protestant 


writers public men would 


this 
system, very 
shame, assert 


The Pope Courting Heretics and Jews. 


The Pope recently desired to 
enter into closer relations with the 
Greek Church and began to take 
steps to establish a nunciature at 
St. Petersburg. Then Bishop 
(’Connell, of Portland, Me., was 
sent on a special mission to the 
government of Japan. In the New 


York Sun of January 15, 1906, ap- 


peared a dispatch stating that 
Pope Pius had announced that “he 
respected the Jews for their tenac- 
ity in the observance of their an- 
cient religion.” The records of his- 
tory that from the Dark 
Ages to the beginning of the nine- 
teenth century the Roman Cath- 
olic countries took the lead in per- 
secuting the Hebrew race; and the 
record of Spain, rulers 
“most Catholic” in fact as 
well as in title, exceeds that of any 
other country for the magnitude of 
the upon which the perse- 
cutions were planned and the cru- 
elty with which they were carried 
out. No Protestant 
the Reformation, 
cuted the 
Catholic 


tell us 


whose 
were 


scale 


nation, since 
has ever perse- 
the Roman 
have. It re- 
mains to be seen whether the He- 
brews will respond in cash to the 
Papal overtures—but it 
doubtful. 


Jews as 
countries 


seems 


Forcible Declaration of the 
Sisters. 


The von 
Zedtwitz on another page affords 
another illustration of the 
Roman 


Caldwell 


letter of the Baroness 


manner 
Catholic 
Church uses the press to subvert 


in which the 
the interests of truth, and to mis- 
represent the actions of those who 
will not favor its pretensions, and 
injure those heroic souls who have 
turned away from its errors to seek 
liberty outside its borders. 

The article in the January Con- 
VERTED CATHOLIC, to the 
from 


which 
taken 
the press despatches which repre- 


Baroness refers, was 
sented Bishop Spalding as her rela- 
tive and guardian. This, of course, 
could have emanated only from Dr. 


Spalding’s friends. The correction 
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of the statement that the Baroness 
had visited the Bishop for the pur- 
pose of being reconciled to the Ro- 
man Catholic Church did not ap- 
pear in all the papers which con- 
tained the original false announce- 
ment. But while the New York 
Tribune (from which we quoted) 
contained the Baroness’s denial, it 
Dr. 
Spalding was a relative of the Cald- 
well 


was mistaken in saying that 


sisters. 


In many there has been 


years 
nothing more 
the 

the great 
the 


inspiring in rela- 


tion to Roman Church and 


Protestant world than 
denunciation 
Catholicism - by the 
Marquise des Monstiers-Merinville 
and the Baroness Zedtwitz. 
the Misses 
Caldwell, of Kentucky, in return- 


renunciation and 


of Roman 


von 
Those noble ladies, 
ing to the faith and principles that 
characterized their ancestors, af- 
forded splendid examples of moral 
courage and heroic fortitude. “At 
last.” said the Marquise des Mon- 
stiers-Merinville, “my honest Prot- 
estant blood has asserted itself, and 
I now forever repudiate and cast 
off the Yoke of Rome.” 

We believe that this great decla- 
ration was made under the inspira- 
tion of the Holy Spirit. The Holy 
Ghost, the spirit of truth, shall 
teach vou all things, said our Di- 
vine Lord to the disciples, when 
He would comfort them. 


A Letter From New Zealand on this 

Subject. 

By a remarkable coincidence, on 
the same day that we received the 
letter of the Baroness von Zedtwitz 
(January 19), a 
Nelson, 


letter reached us 


from New Zealand, dated 


December 22, 1905. The writer is 
a prominent merchant in that coun- 
try. When visiting the United 
States some years ago he called at 
Christ’s and as he an- 
nounced himself a converted Catho- 
lic and an 


Mission, 
active worker in the 
Christian Associa- 
tion, he was invited to speak at the 
services in Christ’s Mission. He 
excellent address in 
which he related his experiences in 
coming out of the Roman Church 
and accepting the faith and prin- 
ciples of Protestantism. 


Young Men’s 


delivered an 


In his letter this gentleman says: 

Dear Mr. O’Connor:—THE Con- 
VERTED CATHOLIC is as full of inter- 
est now as it and we 
trust you may long be spared for 
the work for which God 
well equipped you. 

I wish you would send me the 
numbers of the Magazine in which 
the Marchioness des Monstiers- 
Merinville renounced the Roman 
religion. We were in Rome at the 
time when this lady’s remarkable 
declaration appeared. Indeed, we 
were stopping at the hotel next 
door to where she lived; and it was 
like a bolt from the clear sky, in 
the midst of the great jubilee of 
the Immaculate Conception, when 
her renunciation of the 
Catholic faith appeared. 

It was indeed a severe blow to 
the Roman Catholic Church when 
her repudiation of the “Yoke of 
Rome” was published in all the 
papers of the city of Rome. T. F. 

There is an excellent prospect 
that the “severe blow” given to the 
Roman Church by the repudiation 
of its yoke by the Caldwell sisters, 
will soon be followed by others of 


ever was, 


has so 


Roman 


an even still more vigorous nature. 









Letter from the Baroness von 
Zedtwitz. 


Hotel Netherland, 
New York, Jan. 18, 1906. 


‘To the Editor of THe Convertep 
CATHOLIC: 

Dear Sir:—My attention has 

been called to an article in the 


January number of THE CONVERTED 
CATHOLIC concerning my present 
attitude toward the Church of 
Will you allow me space 
in vour next publication to make a 
few corrections which various daily 
papers have omitted to do in con- 
nection with 


Rome. 


visit to Peoria? 

| wish to emphasize the fact that 
| did not visit Bishop Spalding to 
seek reinstatement in the Roman 
Catholic Nothing could 
The 
visit had nothing of a social char- 


my 


Church. 
be farther from my intention. 


acter, and was extremely unwel- 
come to him, to his family, and his 
immediate surroundings. 

[ wish to contradict the false re- 
port that Bishop Spalding has ever 
been the guardian of my sister or 
me. He never has had 
thority whatever over us. 


any au- 
My par- 
ents never saw him nor even knew 
of his existence, and there is no 
kinship whatever between his fa- 
mily and mine. He was presented 
Catholic 


order 


to us by 
vouth, in 


nuns in our 
to prevent 
from Roman 


leaving school. 


our 


escape influence on 


A system of domination, terror- 
ism and intrigue has been practiced 
on us since my father’s death, and 
we were constantly made to feel 
and even told that our emanicpa- 


tion from Rome meant our disap- 
pearance 


from life. It was owing 
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to threats of this kind that my sis- 
ter decided to make her renuncia- 
tion of Popery a public matter, and 
thus thwart the criminal projects 
of the Church of Rome. 

I wish to repeat and request that 
you cause it to be known as far as 
it lies in your power that I have 
renounced absolutely the Roman 
Catholic Church, and repudiate its 
corrupting tendencies. 


Baroness VON ZEDTWITZ. 





The Associated Press. 
In a recent issue of the Century 
magazine, Mr. Melville EF. 
manager of the Associated 


Stone, 
Press, 
writes : 

When we reported the death of 
the late Pope in a manner befitting 
his exalted station, a number of 
Methodist newspapers gravely as- 
serted that I was a Catholic, or 
controlled by Vatican influences, 
although, as a matter of fact, my 
father was a Methodist clergyman 
and my mother the grandniece of 
a coadjutor of John Wesley. On 
the other hand, not long since, 
when the Associated Press report- 
ed the Marquise des Monstier’s re- 
nunciation of the Catholic faith, 
certain Catholic newspapers flew 


into a rage and asserted that | 
was an anti-Catholic bigot. 
The Jesuits and other Papal 


agents in this country deluge the 
newspaper offices with matter re- 
lating to the affairs of their Church. 
sut few Protestants take 
trouble to send items of progress 
to the papers. There is enough 
matter in THE CoNnvertep CATHO- 
Lic every month (we say it with all 
modesty and truth) to make inter- 
esting items of religious news for 
any number of papers, secular or 
religious, if our friends would write 


out such items and send them to 
the editors. 


any 
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REV. JOSEPH GIARDINA’S RENUNCIATION OF ROME. 


YUNDAY, December 31, 1905, 
S was a notable day in the his- 


tory of Christ’s Mission for more 


reasons than one. It brought to a 
close a year singularly fruitful and 
the 
well as one fraught with important 


blessed in Mission itself, as 
events in the history of the false 
religious which the 
Mission labors to deliver those de- 
The last day of the 
vear was signalized by the public 
the the 
and the control of 
its hierarchy of the one hundred 
and eleventh. priest who had found 
at Christ’s Mission the way to the 
Great High Priest who ever liveth 
to make intercession for those who 
His 
Him direct, without trying to ap- 
proach Him through sinful men or 
dead or mythical 


system from 


ceived by it. 
errors of 


renunciation of 


Roman Church 


obey invitation to come to 


“Saints.” 
Father Joseph Giardina delivered 
his address in a 


most effective 


manner. It was all the more im- 
still 
dressed as a Roman priest, wearing 
the 


pressive because he was 


distinctive collar of his order. 
He is gifted with a musical voice, 
which he uses with excellent effect. 

There was a large congregation, 
which included many Roman Cath- 
olics. The address was listened to 
with close attention, the only in- 
terruption being a loud burst of 
laughter from the whole congrega- 


tion when the 


speaker, after re- 
ferring to the hostility felt by the 
Irish ecclesiastics here towards the 
Italian people because 
had 


power of the Pope, solemnly add- 


generally 


they destroyed the temporal 


ed, “They cannot fool the Italians 


like they do the Irish.” This was 
too much for the gravity of those 
who had ceased to be fooled. 

As he uttered the closing sen- 
tences of his declaration of evan- 
faith trust in the 
Lord Jesus Christ as His Saviour 
and the sympathy of 
the audience was apparent. 

The made in some 
papers that “Father Giardina, after 
a controversy with Father Gregg, 
pastor, had left the churchand .. . 
bitterly assailed Father Gregg” is 
untrue. He had no _ controversy 
with Father Gregg before he left. 

After the meeting the friends of 
Christ’s Mission gathered around 
the young priest to express their 


gelical and _ his 


Redeemer, 


statement 


pleasure at his emancipation from 
what the Marquise de Monstiers- 
Merinville calls “the Yoke of 
Rome,” and to welcome him into 
the fellowship of Protestant Chris- 
tians. 

first 
page 4o— 
Father Giardina has preached three 
times at Christ’s Mission. 


Since the delivery of his 


sermon—published on 


As these 
discourses were caretully written, 
they will be published.in THE Con- 
VERTED CATHOLIC. 

At the afternoon service on Janu- 
ary 14, the sancroft 
Devins, D.D., the New 
York Observer, preached an excel- 


John 


Rev. 


editor of 


lent sermon, and Mr. James B. Gil- 


lie. President of the Board of Trus- 
tees of Christ’s Mission, in an elo- 
quent address, spoke with deep 
feeling of hiS interest in the work 
of the 


esteem for Mr. O’Connor, who, he 


Mission and his personal 


said, had done such good work in 
a self-sacrificing spirit. 
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Father Giardina’s Sermon. 


“Glory to God in the highest, and on 
earth peace, good will toward men.”—St. 
Luke ii, 14. 

That is the Gospel of this season 
for all people, and that is the Gos- 
pel of this day for me. You.know 
well the old story of the shepherds 
abiding in the field, keeping watch 
over their flocks by night. When 
the angel of the Lord had brought 
them good tidings of great joy be- 
cause a Saviour was born unto 
them, suddenly there was with the 
angel a multitude of the heavenly 
host, praising God, and _ saying: 
“Glory to God in the highest, and 
on earth peace, good-will toward 
men.” 

This is the old story which, how- 
ever old, is always a sweet one to 
hear,, as it ever fills 
with '!great joy. Now I have one 
other story to tell you; the angels 
know it already, and they are sing- 
ing the very same hymn 


our hearts 


of praise 
to the Lord; but I want you also 
to know it, and then I am sure, 
you will gladly join the angelic 
chorus, and sing with the heavenly 
host, “Glory to God in the high- 
est, and on earth peace, good-will 
toward men.” The news is very 
I have hitherto been for 
over three years a priest in the 
Roman Catholic Church; but here- 
after I am no more a priest, no 
more a 


simple. 


slave, but a free man, a 
free Christian, a free child of God, 
as God intended me to be—“Glory 
to God in the highest!” 

That is the cry of joy and thanks- 
giving that at this moment 1 can 
utter from the depths of my heart! 

The 


watch 


shepherds were keeping 


over their flock by night. 


Oh, yes, it was night, all darkness 
around them, and even more black 
than the physical night, how terri- 
ble was the spiritual darkness! All 
the Jews were awaiting the coming 
of the Messiah. Great was their 
expectation; but they were in 
darkness, because of the mistaken 
ideas they had about Him. 
not recall to your minds what you 
know well. 


I need 


They were in dark- 
ness; as were also the shepherds; 
but these latter had simple hearts, 
pleasing to the Lord, and the good 
God had mercy on them, and sent 
His angel unto them. They were 
in need of light, and, lo, the light 
of God round about them. 
When the angel told them that a 
Saviour had been born unto them, 
he added: “And this shall be a sign 
unto you’—that means: “You ex- 
pect to see a powerful, great man; 
but no, ye shall find the babe; that 
is, a speechless, new-born, defenceless, 
amiable babe. You expect to see Him 
dressed with pomp and luxury; but 
no, ye shall find Him wrapped in 
swaddling clothes. You 


shone 


expect to 


find Him abiding in some splendid 


palace, with vassals and servants 
waiting on Him; but no, He is ly- 
ing in a manger.” Thus the angel 
enlightened the shepherds. And 
when the angels had gone away, 
and the shepherds recovered from 
their great fear, they rose up, and 
said one to another, “Let us now 
go even unto Bethlehem, and see 
this thing which is come to pass.” 

That is just my case. 

I was born and brought up ir 
the Roman Catholic Church, and 
for three full years have been a 
priest of that Church. I must say 


right here that until last year I 









was a sincere Roman Catholic; and 
though now and then doubts trou- 
bled me regarding certain points 
of the discipline of the Church, I 
never allowed any doubts regard- 


ing my faith even to cross my 
mind. With a Roman Catholic 
even that is a mortal sin; but I 
could not help it. 

Since the earliest days of my 
priesthood [ was given by my 


Bishop the faculty of hearing con- 
fessions. It was certainly a token 
of kindness for a Bishop to grant 
such a faculty to any of the priests 
of his but all the more 
gracious when given to a newly 
ordained priest. 


diocese ; 


[ was happy, and 


really thankful to him for that 
privilege. “I now possess that 
power,” said I to myself; “I can 


now open the gates of Heaven to 


anyone who comes to me.” And 
with great joy I began hearing 
confessions. But alas! a certain 


day came, which I[ shall never for- 
vet 

| was sitting in the confessional 
box. It was during a Mission 
What 
an edifying sight it was to see 
those earnest people! 


that is, a spiritual retreat. 


How pious 


they were and how 
sincere they were in opening their 
think it 
doubt that 


people were heartily repentant and 


and devout, 


hearts to me! I should 


wicked even to those 
desirous of making their peace with 
(God. At last, one man came along; 
his eyes were wet with tears, and 
his heart was broken. I do not be- 


shall 


evidence of 


witness better 


He 


another, 


lieve | ever 


repentance. con- 


fessed one sin, and then 


and a third. and so on; and as I 


vas listening to his sorrowful tale, 
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[ said to myself: “All right; I have 
the power to forgive such sins.” 
Sut suddenly my face turned pale; 
he had confessed a sin which was a 
reserved case. Do you know what 
that means? It means that the 
Bishop can retain for himself the 
power to absolve any particular 
kind of sins that he pleases. For 
instance, here in New York City 
if Catholics are joined in matri- 
mony by a_ Protestant 

Catholics commit a 


minister, 
such mortal 
sin, which is also a reserved case; 
so, if they confess that sin to a 
priest, he cannot absolve them him- 
self; they must have their sin ab- 
solved by the Archbishop himself, 
or the priest must first ask for a 
special faculty from him. It is 
worthy of note that every priest 
can absolve people from murder, 
from adultery, from theft—in one 
word, from violation of 
God; but 

commandments of 
the 


ments of the Roman Church? 


any the 
what 


God in 


commandments of 
are the 


comparison with command- 


The 
priest has no power to absolve peo- 
ple the 


heen 


from “crime” of having 
married by a Protestant min- 
ister. I found myself in a similar 
the which [I 


felt almost as though | 


position in case of 
speak. | 
were committing a crime myself; 
but I was a sincere Catholic priest, 
and [I could not 
[ had to tell 


come again 


absolve that man. 
that he 
week, 


him must 


next when I 
would have the necessary faculty. 
Oh if our loving divine Master had 
there! 


been That man gave signs 


of true repentance; he wanted to 
be told that the Lord had received 
him back But I could not 


open for him the gates of Heaven, 
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because the key I had in my power 
was too small for his sin; a bigger 
key was needed, which I was com- 
pelled to get from my Bishop! Oh, 
it was awful! I shall never forget 
it. And kindly notice again; the 
that that he had 
been married according to the laws 


sin of man was 
of his country, and had not gone 
to a priest, as a dispensation was 
required, for which the poor man 
And yet I 
was still believing in my Church. 


had no money to pay. 
As you can plainly see, it was in- 


deed night for me. I was_ sur- 


rounded by darkness, even thicker 
that the 
shepherds. thanks to 


surrounded 
But, 
God, that darkness was not to last 


than which 


p OT 


long. 

Not that I did anything to get 
did not know 
But the 
God led me in a way that the hu- 


out of it, because | 


it was darkness. good 
man mind is scarcely able to com- 
prehend. | had been leading my 
class in the seminary, and when 
only twenty years of age I had 
finished 


logical 


even the four-year theo- 
the 
honors that could be bestowed by 


Then I 


course, obtaining all 


the seminary. began a 
course of higher studies in Eccles- 
iastical Sciences at a special col- 
lege, where, after passing an ex- 
amination, I was entitled to be ad- 
mitted free of any charge what- 
ever during the whole course. In 
the meantime I procured a dispen- 
sation from the Pope in order to 
be ordained a priest when twenty- 


two and a half years old, the ca- 


nonical age required being twenty- 
And I am bold to 
say that if anyone in my diocese 


four full years. 


could ever hope to obtain an ex- 


alted position, | was that man, as 


the testimonials I obtained from 
my bishop can bear witness. 

But the day came when [ said, 
“IT cannot stay here any longer; if 
[| do, I shall surely shorten my 
life.” I first disliked, and then I 
began to hate the very walls with- 
in which I fifteen 
I had heard of America as 


had been for 
years. 
being a free country, and as main- 
taining Catholicism on a_ higher 
Italy. I 


freedom 


plane than that of had 


never known what was 


like, nor had | ever dreamed that 
a priest could honestly be free, as 
we were taught that it is a great 
secret of “The 


you are, the holier you are.” 


free 
But 
in spite of this, | desired to come 
to America; and I did come. 

()n May 9, 1904, I landed in New 
York City. 
accepted by 


holiness: less 


The next day I was 
Archbishop 
stationed at St. Augustine’s 
Catholic Church; and 
there | was for a year and a half, 
until last Friday, December 29, 
when [ left it. Yes, 1 was 
in America at last. But did I find 
the freedom and peace of soul and 
the superior standard of Catholic 
life for which I had been so earn- 
estly longing? 


Farley, 
and 
Roman 


1905, 


sy no means; those 
ideas were far away from the truth. 
To begin with, one important fact 
attracted my 
York City 
400,000 Italians. 


attention. In New 


there are more than 
They are all sup- 
posed to be Roman Catholics. Can 
you guess how many recognized 
and salaried Italian priests there 
Not more 
than twenty, and I think that is a 


liberal estimate. 


are for these people? 


That means one 
priest for every 20,000 people. That 














is a fact. 
Church 


The Roman Catholic 
authorities here do not 
want Italian priests, nor do they 
the people, because, 
they say, the Italians have made a 
prisoner of the Pope, and deprived 
An- 
other reason is because the priests 
here fool the Italians as 
Irish, the 
and some other peoples. 


love Italian 


him of his temporal power! 


cannot 


they do the 


Germans 

I felt | could not continue to en- 
dure such a life; and yet I did not 
know -how to get out of it. 

One evening about six months 
ago | went out with the intention 
of seeing some Protestant minister. 
I did not know one of them; so I 


entered the first Protestant church 
to which I came. There I obtained 


the address of the pastor, and 
called on him. I shall never for- 
get that night. I had to walk up 
and down the street for half an 


hour, before I could bring myself 
up to the point of ringing the door- 


bell. He was the first Protestant 
minister I ever met and _ talked 
with. He gave me a copy of the 


300k of Common Prayer with the 
Psalms. that was the 
dawn of a new life, of a better life, 
of a life of peace and freedom. I 
began to understand that I had 

and that the 
talk to me, and 
help me out of that dreadful night. 
The more I read that book, the 
more clearly I saw that I was in a 


I am sure 


darkness, 
Lord wanted to 


been in 


false position; | began to perceive 
that I was by no 
child of and I understood 
how difficult the way of salvation 
is made by the system, 
whereas the Son of God had de- 
livered humanity from all the forms 


means a free 


God; 


Roman 





The Converted Catholic. 


43 


and ceremonies of the Jews. 
the rites of 
Church 


And 
Catholic 
than the 


the Roman 
still worse 
Pharisaic superstitions. Declaring 
that the when all 
people should adore God in spirit 
and in truth, the Lord Jesus 
taught us that His heavenly Fath- 
er is our 


are 


time had come 


also Father, aye, our 
most loving Father; but the Ro- 
man Church presents God as a ma- 
jestic being full of wrathful indig- 
nation not less dreadful than when 
He appeared to Moses on Mount 
Sinai. 

Briefly, I began to understand 
that one can safely say of the yoke 
of Rome what St. Peter said of 
the yoke of the Pharisees: “Now, 
therefore, why tempt ve God, to 
put a yoke upon the necks of the 
disciples, which neither our fathers 
nor we were able to bear?” where- 
as the yoke of Jesus is sweet, as 
He declares, “My yoke is easy, 
and my burden is light.” 

I felt the light of God beginning 
to shine round about me, but, like 
those shepherds of old, I also was 
sore afraid. 
do. 


I knew not what to 
Must I give up the priesthood 
and my old faith—the faith of my 
fathers, the one in which I was 
brought up, and which I was 
taught and believed to be the only 
true faith, the faith which I had 
so fervently taught as a priest for 
three vears? How could I endure 
the idea that my dear old parents 
and all my friends would hereafter 
look upon me as a heretic, doomed 
to eternal damnation as a 
the devil? 


son of 
And I was well known 
in my own diocese; and when the 
should be spread far 
wide, how scandalized 


news and 


would all 
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Thus mind 
was disturbed for a long time, like 


those people be! my 
a small boat tossed upon the waves 
of a rough But it 
more light was wanting to 
I was still half blind not to 
recognize the great favor of God 
just in those things of which I was 
so much afraid. 
My 


say 


sea. was be- 
cause 


me. 


Am I perpetrating 
Roman Catholic 
that I am; but I 
am following the dictates of my 


a crime? 
friends will 


own conscience; would any one of 
them advise me to act against my 
well known 
the 
ex- 


conscience? If | am 
much 
I only hope that my 
ample may benefit some of my 
especially among the 
priests, and I earnestly hope that 
take 
dictates of 


in my own diocese, so 


better. 
friends, 
follow 


con- 
from a 


they will courage to 
the their 
sciences, break 
state of life where they find neither 


happiness on earth, nor an assur- 


own 


and away 


ance of heaven hereafter. 
little 
by little, and very slowly, as any 


To this conclusion I came 
thinking person can well imagine; 
but | God 
has mercy, 


did come to it at last. 
miracle of 

that way the expe- 
soul, through the 
Pastor James 
\. O’Connor, to whom I 


worked a 
moulding in 
rience of my 
fatherly counsel of 
wish to 
express my heartfelt gratitude for 
all that he has done, is doing, and 
will do, for me. He has been an 
instrument in the hands of God— 
I dare to say, the angel, whom 
God sent unto me, to enlighten me. 
in the 
true way to go to Jesus; that is in 
simplicity and confidence of heart, 
believing that He is my Saviour, 
that He 


Yes, he has instructed ,me 


is the mediator between 


God and me, and the only one. But 
how can I go to this Saviour? I 
am afraid, because I am a sinner. 
“Fear not,’ said Pastor O'Connor, 
“go to Jesus; He wants you. He 
is the friend of sinners; nay, He 
came not for the righteous, but for 
the Go to Jesus, and di- 
rectly to Jesus; He knows how to 
and He has 
me all ve that 
and are heavy laden, and | 


sinners. 


console you, said: 


‘Come unto labor 
will 
give you rest.’” 

As the angel enlightened the 
darkness of those shepherds, giv- 
ing them the true signs by which 
they could recognize their Saviour, 
and telling them that He 
lowly and accessible babe in a 
manger, so I was enlightened by 
that knowledge of Christ which | 
now possess in pure and full light, 


shining before me in _ its 


was a 


whole 
I at last 
fully understood that my Saviour 
accessible to and to all 


brightness and splendor. 


is as me 


sinners as He was to the shep- 


herds, and, like the 
rose up to go to Jesus. 


latter, I also 
And I am 
here now to testify that | withdraw 
from the Roman Catholic Church; 
[ stand here before you as a broth- 
er in Christ. I came not to learn 
who Luther was, or Calvin, or any 
of the Reformers; nor did 1 come to 
learn what cold Protestantism is, but 
to know better who Jesus Christ 
is, and what true Christianity is, 
and how to follow Christ in the 
simplicity of the Gospel. 

In the Catholic Church 
there is a certain knowledge of 
Christ, but it is like a spark cov- 
ered up with a great quantity of 
ashes—that is, of useless and harm- 
the 


Roman 


ful practices, which prevent 












people from seeing at first the 
main object of faith. Hence her 
superstitions, spiritual despotism 


and tyranny. 

Now I declare myself a free man, 
as I am henceforth out of the 
Church of Rome; and with the help 
of God I shall devote all my ener- 
gies to the emancipation of my 
Roman Catholic brethren. I de- 
sire to preach to them the true 
Gospel of God; I will tell them of 
the true way to go to Jesus, so 
that they, also, if they really de- 
sire to do so, can find the peace 
which I have found already. Then 
the angels of God and the multi- 
tude of the heavenly host will 
again take up the refrain, praising 
God and saying: “Glory to God 
in the highest, and on earth peace, 
good-will toward men.” 

Therefore, with the Apostle Paul 
[ say: “Being justified by faith, 
[ have peace with God through my 
Lord Jesus Christ; by whom also 
| have access by faith unto this 
grace wherein | stand and rejoice 
in the hope of the glory of God.” 





The Letter of Resignation. 


Most Rev. Archbishop Farley: 

A year and a half ago I was re- 
ceived as a priest into your dio- 
and since that time I have 
officiated as such in St. Augustine’s 
Roman Catholic Church, 1183 
Franklin avenue, Bronx Borough, 
to your satisfaction and that of 
the priests with whom I have been 
associated, and also, I have reason 


cese, 


to believe, to the acceptance of the 

people to whom I ministered. 
While in good and regular stand- 

ing as a priest of your diocese, I 


beg to resign my charge. My rea- 
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sons for taking this important step 
will be found in the accompanying 
statement, my first Protestant ser- 
mon. 


Being a priest, I did not cease 
to be an Italian. As such | love my 
country, and approve of whatever 
can promote its welfare. Nobody 
can for that; but the 
Roman Catholic Church does blame 
me. I believe that the unification 
of Italy is one of the most im- 


blame me 


portant factors in the welfare and 


progress and liberty of my long 
oppressed country; and as a Cath- 


olic, much less as a priest, | 
not allowed to make such a 


am 
state- 
ment, or to give expression to such 
a sentiment, under pain of being 
excommunicated, and therefore of 
being deprived of salvation. | can 
not believe that my Saviour Jesus 
Christ would deprive me of a place 
in His kingdom should I 
the Pope does, even in 
political matters. 


not 
think as 


the 
the Ro 
man Church, and therefore cannot 
conscientiously 


ceased to believe in 


fundamental 


I have 
doctrines of 
continue to teach 
Among them are: 

Transubstantiation, 

The infailibility of the Pope, 

The forgiveness of sins by the 
priest, 

Purgatory. 

I no longer believe that the Ro 
man Catholic Church is the only 
church of Christ, outside of which 
no man can be saved. 

[ believe that the Bible con- 
tains all the truths necessary for 
my acceptance in order to obtain 
salvation, and | find the Bible to 
be silent concerning the invocation 
of saints, the use of relics, holy 
water, images, statues, etc. 


them. 
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I no longer believe that the sac- 
the 
constitute 


Catholic 


exclusive 


raments of Roman 


Church the 
channels of grace to man. 
that 
the central figure of our redemp- 
that the 
and should approach 
the 
priests or saints. 


I believe Jesus Christ is 


tion, and 


individual can 
direct- 


intervention of 


Him 
ly, without 

In the new life which I 
have entered, | find peace of con- 
that | 
had long sought in vain through 
the the rites 
ceremonies of the Roman 
Church, 


upon 


science and rest of soul 


observance of and 


Catholic 
faithfully  per- 

| find the yoke of. Jesus 
“easy” as He 


however 
formed. 
to be 

whereas | 


describes it, 
found what the 
Marquise des Monstiers-Merinville 


have 


calls “the yoke of Rome” so heavy 


as to be intolerable. 
For the last 
had 


matters 


year or more my 


mind been exercised deeply 


on the referred to in 


my 


general statement, and 


thought on 


earnest 

failed 
last, unable to 
spiritual 


those subjects 
to satisfy me. At 
the conflict any 
longer alone, | spoke to an Italian 
Protestant pastor of this city, who 


endure 


sent me to one who, having been 
himself a priest, has proved him- 
self able to lead me into the true 
Christian life. From the Rev. J. 
A. O’Connor, of Christ’s Mission, 
I have received a cordial welcome, 
and the instruction that I so sore- 
ly needed. 

It is my earnest desire now that 
I have learned the principles of the 
true faith and life, to 
labor for the salvation of others. 
To that end it is 


Christian 


intention to 
spare no labor to qualify myself. 


my 


Like the Apostle Paul, I purpose 
to know nothing among men save 
Christ and Him crucified, and to 
preach the glorious Gospel of the 
grace of God to all who will listen 
to my voice. 

| pray that this blessing might 
come to you and to your 
priests, and that you might learn 
to preach Christ the 
Saviour of men. 

Resnectfully 


also, 
only as 


yours, 
(Rev.) JosepH GIARDINA. 
Christ’s Mission, 142 West Twen- 
ty-first street, New York, Jan. 


3, 1900. 


CHRIST’S MISS'ON WORK. 
[New York Tribune, January 4, 1906.] 
The’ Rev. 

who 


Giuseppe Giardina, 
given up the Roman 
Catholic priesthood, as was told in 
Tuesday’s 


has 
Tribune, has prepared 
his resignation to be sent to Arch- 
bishop Farley. Mr. Giardina was 
the Italian priest in St. Augustine’s 
parish, of the Rev. Dr. 
Gregg is rector. He is twenty- 
five years old. He was graduated 
from an Italian university and re- 
ceived a special dispensation to be 
ordained a priest, he being then 
too young under the regular ca- 
nonical He had been in St. 
Church 


which 


law. 


Augustine's 


more than a 


year. 

The renunciation of his priestly 
office by Mr. has_ been 
brought about under the jurisdic- 
tion of the Rev. James A. O’Con- 
nor, a converted Catholic priest, 
director of Christ’s Mission, No. 
142 West Twenty-first street, and 
editor of THE CaTH- 


Giardina 


CONVERTED 
OLIC. 
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About three weeks ago Bishop 
William head of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church in Europe, 
preached in the Rev. Dr. O’Con- 
dealt with the 
State 
in Italy, and bore especially hard 


Burt, 


nor’s mission. He 


relations of the Church and 
on the oppression and influence of 
the hierarchy on the people there. 

The young priest was present by 
invitation of the Dr. O’Con- 
nor, and after the bishop had fin- 
ished, 


Rev. 
requested the privilege of 
saying a word on the same subject. 
that the 

touched a 


He said 
had 
chord in his 


bishop’s ad- 
dress responsive 
and for fif- 
teen minutes he spoke with all his 


Italian fervor on the sufferings of 


nature, 


his people and the ignorance en- 
gendered by the peculiar govern- 
ment of Italy. 
of this sermon, as nearly as he 
could 


It is a transcript 


which the 
priest is to send to the Archbishop. 

That point 
where the strain of a year broke 
the bonds in Church 
had held him. He went under the 
instruction of the Rev. Dr. O’Con- 
nor, that he 


connections 


remember it, 


sermon was the 


which his 


and soon announced 


able to sever all 


with the 


was 
Church. Accordingly he 
prepared his resignation. 

The converted priest will enter 
a_ theological this 
Protestant 


soon as he is or- 


seminary near 
city to study for the 


ministry. As 


dained a minister he will take up 
work among his people, whether 


in this country or in Kurope has 


not been decided. 


The Tribune of January 6 had 
the portrait of the 
Giardina and a further account of 


Rev. Joseph 


his conversion, in which it 
that 


studies in the seminary, Mr. Giar- 


was 


said “beside the theological 


advanced 
Rev. James A. O’Con- 


nor, who is caring for the young 


dina desired to take an 


course. The 


man, has great hopes for him be- 
the 
Catholic schools and the ability he 


cause of his high record in 


has already shown. 
“In his letter of resignation, sent 
to Archbishop Farley, Father Gi- 


ardina says: 


Being a priest, I did not cease 
to be an Italian; as such I love 
my country, and approve of what- 
ever can promote its welfare. No- 
body can blame me for that; but 
the Roman Catholic Church does 
blame me. I believe that the uni- 
fication of Italy is one of the most 
important factors in. the welfare 
and progress and liberty of my 
long oppressed country, and as a 
Catholic, much less as a priest, | 
am not allowed to make such a 
statement, or to give expression to 
such a sentiment, under pain of 
being excommunicated, and there- 
fore of being deprived of salvation. 
I cannot believe that my Saviour 
Jesus Christ would deprive me of 
a place in His kingdom should [ 
not think as the Pope does, even 
in political matters. 

“The Catholic Church, which he 
renounced, has taken no public ac- 
tion as vet. Father Gregg, of St. 
Augustine’s Church, which is the 
largest of its denomination in The 
Bronx, and with which Father Gi- 
ardina had 
his arrival in 


been connected since 
this country, said 
that as the young man had left the 
Church he had nothing more to do 
with him. He exceedingly 
sorry that the affair had been no- 
ticed by the press, as he believed 


was 


the 
could do only harm to the people.” 


the notoriety given to case 
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STRANGE HINDRANCES TO EVANGELICAL RELIGION. 


BY REV. CHARLES A. 
\ correspondent in Europe sends 
me the following extract from a 
recent copy of the York 
Tribune : 
“The the Catholic 
Summer School are known among 


New 
members of 
themselves and their friends as ‘the 


family,’ although they 
strong—1I,100 


are 1,100 
women = and 
children, united for education, good 
fellowship and good times. 


men, 


“Not long ago a business man 
said to a friend who spends his va- 
cations there: 

‘You go up to some school on 
Lake Champlain in the summer, | 
hear.’ 

eyes. the 

“Why do you? 


was answer, 


You look like 


a man with a lot of fun in 


you. 


\Vhy don’t you go where you can 


let it out?’ 


the 
mer school habitue, stemming the 


‘Sit down, broke in sum- 
flood of his friend’s questions. ‘Sit 
down and [ll tell you,’ and with a2 
twinkle in his eye he began enu- 
merating on his fingers the reasons. 
‘First, because up there I can play 
golf or tennis on Sunday and there 
is no 


word of objection. Secondly, 


because up there I can have a high- 


11 ° 
ali Of! 


a glass of beer with my 
linner, and there’s no thought of 
Thirdly, 


there | can take another man’s wife 


‘riticism. because up 


ut rowing and there can be no 
ion of divorce. Fourthly—— 
the listener, 
I’m off.’ ” 


makes 


Say, interrupted 
‘where is that place? 

The the 
following comments upon the story: 
oh 


corresp¢ yndent 


experience as a pastor for fif- 


STODDARD, D.D. (“AUGUSTUS”). 


teen years convinced me that the 
greatest the way of 
evangelical religion as represented 
by the Church, are not hell-fire 
doctrine, or higher criticism, or the 
inconsistency of church members, 
but simply the moral law and the 
holy Sabbath. These two things 
are: more than human nature can 
bear without the miracle of the 
Holy Spirit. Jewish and Roman 
Catholic ritual combined are no 
burden at all compared with these 
requirements of our Puritan re- 
ligion. Methodists were hated and 
hunted, not so much on account 
their morality. 
They were the revivers of Puri- 
tanism in England. They pretend- 
ed and attempted to be ‘better than 
other people,’ and this was an in- 
sufferable crime, and so continues 


obstacles in 


of their piety as 


Their ineffective 
discipline in regard to amusements 
is merely an effort to maintain a 
high level of ordinary morality.” 
It has often been remarked that 
there is no 


to be to this day. 


necessary connection 
between religion and morality, and 
examples of this are prominently 
We 
men, 
whose lives have given proof of 


before us at the present time. 
have a daily exhibition of 
sincere attachment to religious doc- 
trines and ecclesiastical practices, 
but who have lamentably failed to 
keep the moral law, and in some 
instances not to compre- 
hend its requirements upon them 


seemed 
as individuals. It is not wonderful 
that ordinary mortals should find 
difficult, when 
men and women who are active in 


Sabbath-keeping 











charity and ritual, set an example 
of golf-playing and pleasure driv- 
ing and dinner-giving and week- 
end parties which make the Sab- 
bath not a rest day, but the center 
of a season of social gayety, with 
the possible salve to conscience of 
a morning church service or an 
early communion. It is not sur- 
prising that a clerk should count 
some of the society’s money into 
his own earnings, when he knows 
that his employers are taking large 
from 
that he 


dividends their employers; 
should not be 


about the seventh commandment, 


nor strict 


when church wardens and elders 
treat divorce as an easy way out 
of an uncomfortabie situation. 


The majority of men will assent 
fight orthodox 
doctrines with zeal and obstinacy, 
provided they 


to. and often for, 


can maintain and 
Conver- 
the 


Wwo- 


cherish their pet vices. 


sion is indeed the miracle of 


Holy 


man who is not “born again” can- 


Spirit, and the man or 


not see the kingdom of God; can- 
not understand the highest moral- 
ity; cannot overcome the practices 
of the world, the lusts of the flesh, 
the temptations of the devil. It is 
foolish to talk changes in 


and 


about 


custom environment. 


Right 


and wrong never change. The in- 


terpretation of God’s laws may 


change, and practices founded upon 


these laws may change, but the 
spirit and purpose of God’s law 
can never change. Sin is ‘“‘trans- 


gression of, or want of, conformity 
to the God.” It 


catechism or sermon or priest to 


law of needs no 
tell the average man, in this Chris- 


tian land at least, what he can or 
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cannot do without offending con- 
science or violating the moral law. 
He knows full well what he likes 
and why he likes it; the moral 
character of what he does, and 
why he chooses to do it; and 
whether he is a Catholic who goes 
to Lake Champlain, or a Protes- 
tant who goes to Paris and Monte 
Carlo, to “let himself out,” he is 
deceiving neither his fellow-men 
nor God, and least of all, himself. 
The shoe pinches the man who 
hates to wear it; the law troubles 
one who desires what the law for- 
bids; the religious formalist who 
finds it irksome to live holy, right- 
eous and godly among men is con- 


stantly complaining of Puritanical 


restraints. A great many good 
men are troubled by these re- 


straints, and need to be 
the 


word of 


troubled, 
whom Apostle 
left 


emplary encouragement: 


among was 


Paul, who this ex- 
“I keep 
under my body and bring it into 
subjection, lest that by any means, 
when [ have preached to others, | 
myselt 
New 


1Qoo. 


should be a castaway.” 


York Observer, January 11, 


\n esteemed friend writes from 


\Wisconsin: 


“I wish to say to you that I en- 
joy reading your Magazine, for [ 
have often found great consolation 
in its pages since I became a sub- 


scriber. I hope to remain one as 


long as God lets me live. I have 


told many people of the truths it 


contains, from time to time. I 


hope that in the coming year, 1906, 


| may be able to get vou some 


subscribers.” 


new 









The Converted Catholic. 


THE RELIGIOUS CRISIS IN FRANCE. 


BY REV. H. 


(Concluded. ) 

There are now about a dozen French 
bishops who are suspected of heresy 
by the Roman See and thousands of 
priests whose faith in the doctrines that 
they preach as in the sacraments that 
they administer is very small. When 
the golden chain that has linked the 
Church to the State is snapped, this 
rupture may cause, sooner or later, a 
schism that will have as its consequence 
the formation of a Gallican Catholic 
Church. This would be one of the 
greatest spiritual blessings that could 
be vouchsafed to the country. 

I heartily believe in the value of 
progress within the Roman Catholic 
Church, but I believe no less thorough- 
ly in the necessity for religious prog- 
ress outside of the Catholic Church, 
and recognize the heavy responsibility 
that we French Protestants will have 
to assume during the important relig- 


tous crisis that the country is passing 


through. 

The French mind is radical. Many 
will not stop at the Gallican half-way 
house. Already there are millions of 
nominal Catholics in France who are 
really frecthinkers. 

I have been told by a competent 
that 
passed more than nine hundred priests 
have applied to the Ministry of Public 
Worship for secular situations. They 


person since the law has been 


will become teachers, clerks, or even 
laborers to escape from their bondage. 

All this means that in many coun- 
try districts religious worship will be- 
come practically extinct. 

Now this is a very serious prospect. 
Clericalism is not the only foe against 
which the French nation has to fight. 


MERLE D’AUBIGNE, PARIS. 


France.is now the country in which 
quantity of 
drunk in proportion to the population. 


the largest alcohol is 

Licentiousness is increasing, large- 
ly owing to the evil habits acquired 
by young men during their military 
service. 

‘ree thought—that is to say, prac- 
tically atheism and materialism—is 
spreading far and wide, not only in 
the cities but in the country districts. 
It puts the politician or the teacher in 
the place of the priest, lectures or 
concerts in the place of mass, and 
processions in honor of Etienne Do- 
let or the Chevalier de la Barre, in 
the place of those in honor of Our 
Lady of Lourdes or the sacred host. 

It celebrates mock 
baptisms, non-religious marriages and 


with pomp 


burials. In many places, if you do 
not belong to the freethinking club 
you are branded as a reactionary and 
a clerical, even if you are a Protestant. 
Just as a poacher is said to be a game- 
keeper turned inside out, so many of 
our freethinkers are animated by the 
same intolerant spirit possessed by 
their clerical opponents. 

When the priest is gone, his place 
will be taken, as it is already in many 
places, by the schoolmaster. 

What will that mean for the moral 
and religious welfare of the people? 

There is no doubt that there are 
many good men among the French 
teachers, and it is a significant fact 
that where efforts are put forth to 
stay the plagues of alcoholism and li- 
centiousness, the temperance and 
purity leaders have mostly been found, 
not among the clergy, but among the 
schoolmasters. 
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However, the great majority of the 
teachers are freethinkers. For them 
clericalism and Christianity are one 
and the same thing; and, count- 
ing it a failure if not a sham, they have 
been led to abjure the only religion 
they have ever known. 

The schoolmaster may do his best 
for morality, but morality without 
God is not able to cope with the evil 
instincts of man. 

The great freethinking community 
may try to take the place of the Ro- 
man Church, but it is without God, 
without eternal life, without hope. It 
will not satisfy, in the end, the yearn- 
ings of the human heart. 

Is it not for such a day as this that 
a few of the many Huguenot churches 
of ancient France have been saved 
from the awful wreck ? 

Will they be able to discharge the 
tremendous duty of bringing the 
French people into contact with a re- 
ligion of freedom and earnestness— 
with a living God? 

That is the great question of the 
day. 

To understand our present position 
it must be remembered that all that 
remained of the French Huguenot 
Church at the time of the Revolution 
was a scattered flock of sheep num- 
bering, it is true, about 500,000, but 
they had been for generation after 
generation without regular worship or 
church ordinances, and many of them 
had come to be more anti-Popish than 
evangelical. In 1802, when the Re- 
formed Church was reorganized, only 
fifty-four ministers could be found to 
look after the Protestant churches all 
over France. 

The number of churches and min- 
isters has increased since then to about 


1,000, but we must recognize that in- 


fidelity has made great’ inroads upon 
our Protestant 
farmers. 


working men and 
They are strongly anti- 
Popish, they read the radical and so- 
cialist daily papers, and I am sorry 
to say that their political sympathies 
have led many of them to join the 
great freethinking anti-clerical body. 

I believe, therefore, that the separa- 
tion of Church and State will begin 
by apparently doing us harm. Many 
small country churches will have to 
be given up, and as our congregations 
are very much scattered it will be far 
more difficult for us to unite two or 
three churches under the direction of 
the same pastor, than it will be for 
the Roman Catholics who cover the 
whole country. 

On the other hand, I am none the 
less convinced that separation of 
Church and State will do us good in 
the end. The General Assembly of 
Reformed Church, held at 
Rheims, June 1, declared that it was 
favorable to this measure if it were 
carried out in a spirit of wisdom, of 
justice, and of liberalism. This 
shows that our leading men are not 


our 


afraid of this great revolution. 

No doubt a number of dead church- 
es will disappear, and many nominal 
Protestants will drop off from the so- 
cieties of which they are now nothing 
more than dry branches. No doubt 
it will require a hard strain to raise 
the $320,000 that the Church receives 
at present from the State. No doubt 
some congregations with rationalistic 
ideas willkeep aloof from the common 
Church notwith- 
standing these losses, I believe in free- 
dom as I believe in the Gospel, and 
I am convinced that in the long run 
the golden chain by which for a hun- 
dred years it has been bound to the 


organization, but, 
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State should be broken. “Bel état de 
l’Eglise que celui de ne dépendre que 
de Dieu,” said Pascal. 

There is no doubt that in late years 
the steady progress of Protestant na- 
tions, and the friendly intercourse 
with America and England have great- 
ly contributed to attract the attention 
of the French people towards Protes- 
tantism. One of our Catholic maga- 
zines declared notlong ago that “ifthe 
religious problem was to be solved in 
France, something must be taken from 
this Reformation which has always 
kept religion and science, order and 
liberty united; and has-strongly up- 
held a high standard of morality by 
spreading a gospel which is a con- 
science within the conscience. 

‘Protestantism has more influence 
on the masses than one would expect 
from so small a handful of men, were 
these not inspired by the principles of 
tolerance, righteousness and justice, 
which can only carry moral and social 
reform. 

“In France everything that is ex- 


pressive of moral strength—the strug- 
gle against intemperance, against im- 
morality, against all social evils what- 
ever they may be is the work of Prot- 


There is, no doubt, some 
exaggeration in this declaration, but 
such an acknowledgment by a French 
Catholic of the little that we have been 
able to do as yet, is pleasant and cal- 
culated to inspire hope for the future. 

I, therefore, believe that if we are 
faithful to our calling, we may not 
only influence the French Catholic 
Church for good and help to loosen 
the fetters that bind it to Rome, but 
that we may hope for an increase of 
our own Protestant body. 

There are hundreds of thousands of 
nominal Catholics in France for whom 


estants.” 


religion consists in little more than 
the performance of ceremonies: 
baptism, confirmation, marriage and 
burial. Theseceremonies have, till now, 
been performed gratuitously or almost 
gratuitously, just as the State officer 
registers a birth or a death. Later on 
it will be different. Now confirmation 
must be preceded by religious instruc- 
tion, and I believe that we may gain 
considerable influence by taking ad- 
vantage of the habit that our people 
have of sending their children to the 
catechism. Last Easter, out of ten 
catechumens who were confirmed at 
the little Reformed Church of Port 
Royal there were five who were 
Catholic children from my own mis- 
sion hall. If we wish to influence 
the working people in the cities, we 
must also take advantage of the peo- 
ple’s social wants. Experience has 
proved that where we have the means 
to do things in a proper way, we suc- 
ceed better than the Catholics do. 
Take our McAll Montmartre Mission 
as a specimen. It has a men’s club 
with a membership of more than 400, 
nearly all nominal Catholics. Of 
course, these are only means to an end, 
and the preaching, or, rather the 
teaching, of the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ remains, as ever, the power of 
God unto salvation to every man. 

In the country districts the situa- 
tion is very different from that of the 
towns. In some regions the people are 
still attached to religion—in Brittany, 
in Auvergne, in Flanders, but the clay 
feet of the Roman colossus are crum- 
bling, and free thought will, within a 
generation or two, have taken its place 
if the pure gospel is not preached. 
This is the work that our friend M. 
Sainton, is engaged in. He rushes 
from fair to fair in his automobile, 












preaches in the-open air, and sells 
New Testaments by thousands. <A 
number of missionary churches have 
been founded in late years in country 
districts. 

In August, 1898, the villagers of 
Madranges (Corréze) greatly neglect- 
ed by the priest of Lonzac, five miles 
away, wrote to the pastor of Brive 
expressing their desire ‘‘to have a wor- 
ship that would keep them from sink- 
ing back into the primitive state.” A 
pastor was stationed here. The work 
soon extended to the neighboring 
town of Treignac, where another 
church was founded, of which the 
original members subscribed _ this 
unambiguous declaration: “We, the 
undersigned, declare that we abjure 
and abandon absolutely the Romish 
Papal Church, and attach ourselves 
voluntarily to the form of evangelical 
Christianity known as Protestant, ac- 
cording to the teaching of the Bible 
in the Old and New Testaments.” 
Now there are quite a number of lit- 
tle Protestant congregations in this 
region. and among the petitions hung 
up with a votive offering in the grotto 
of Our Lady of Lourdes, there was 
not long ago one that read: “Prayers 
are asked for a whole region in France 
which is on the point of passing to 
Protestantism.” 

The said of the 
Charentes region, where there were 
only three churches a century ago in- 
stead of fifty-one in the days of Henry 
of Navarre, and where a dozen new 
churches have sprung up in late years. 

In other regions, such as the fruit- 
ful plains of Central France and the 
wine-growing districts of the South, 
the work of religious disintegration is 
already far advanced. 


same can be 


Le Briard, a provincial paper, re- 
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ported lately as the result of a re- 
ligious census which it took in the 
Department of Seine-et-Marne, that 
in 516 townships, with about 216,000 
inhabitants, there were only 5,200 
adult persons, or 2! per cent., who 
attended Sunday mass. In the great- 
er number of villages of 500 inhabi- 
tants it was found that only ten, on 
an average, go to church. In such 
regions as this, where infidelity has 
done its baneful work and decayed 
the very roots of religious life, it is 
seldom that one can go as far as 
founding a mission church. The tree 
is almost dead, and unable to bear 
fruit, but it is no less a duty to preach 
the Gospel there. 

The boats of the McAll 
on the canals and rivers contain a 


Mission 


mission hall that can accommodate 160 
people. Gospel services are held there 
every evening. In this way, many in- 
dividual souls have been brought to 
Christ, and at Lagny and Nemours 
permanent congregations have been 
established. 

These facts show what a great work 
there is in this country for Christian 
people to do. 

You are practical people who do not 
fear to be told of things as they stand, 
so I shall just mention a branch of 
our work that needs immediate help. 
There is a suburb of Paris, with a 
population of 15,000 inhabitants, the 
Kremlin Bicétre, in which Christianity 
is only represented by a small Catholic 
chapel and the little Protestant mission 
hall that I have established there. If 
within a year, I do not find the $2,000 
wanted to pay for the ground on 
which the hall stands, we shall have 
to give up the work. 

We have a great work before us 
to give to them that are athirst of the 
fountain of the water of life freely, 
but we look forward with confidence, 
trusting in Him who hath said: “Be- 
hold, I make all things new!” 
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Opposing Bohemian Work. 
The Rev. V. P. 
Bohemian and a converted Roman 


Backora is a 


Catholic, who is engaged in mis- 
sionary work among his countrymen 
in this city, Borough of the Bronx, 
under the New York Presbytery. 
His efforts are meeting with such 
that the 
have taken alarm, and a recent is- 


success sohemian priests 
sue of the monthly Messenger, a 
Catholic magazine published by 
the Redemptorist fathers, contained 
an appeal to the patriotic feelings 
of its The first 
part of the article referred to the 
Methodist Church raising a _ mil- 
lion and a half of dollars for Mis- 
sions, and to the fact that $50,000 


had been set aside for Home Mis- 


,ohemian readers. 


sions. 

The article then proceeds, “And 
Do 
Bohemians 


now, patriots, listen! 


with 


you 
and 
Hungarians are associated in one 
and the same column? With the 
You find there a 
paragraph in which it is distinctly 
stated, 


know whom 


Indians! will 
and Hun- 
garians in different parts of the 
United States, $13,250;’ and sev- 
eral ‘For 
American Indians, $10,000.’ There- 
fore, the Methodists must consid- 
er you as savages, for they place 
you in the same column with sav- 


‘For Bohemians 


lines lower we _ read, 


ages. 

“What is the reason that the in- 
telligent associates us 
Bohemians with the Indians in this 
country and the Africa? 
The answer is to be found in the 
words of our freethinkers and un- 
believers.” 


American 


Zulus in 


After an arraignment of the Bo- 
hemian infidels, the article contin- 


blame should be 
laid on the Protestant preachers, 
who like to paint the ungodly con- 
ditions among our freethinkers in 
black colors for the purpose of ob- 
taining contributions for 
their propaganda and their mission 
churches. 

“To may add that di- 
rectly after the gathering of this 
money the Bohemian papers said 
that a company of fourteen pas- 
tors would give a course of lec- 
tures under the general title “The 
Period of Glory and Decline of the 
Bohemian Nation,’ and ‘that the 
Bohemians of Morrisania would 
have an excellent opportunity of 
hearing about the glory and de- 
cline of our nation. The money 
came, and it is likely that these 
missions, under the title of lec- 
are the result. The White 
Mountain battle will be warmed 
over again, and at the end the 
people will be shown ‘truths for 
which our fathers died,’ but they 
will wisely keep silent, for these 
‘truths’ which they will hear are 
the invention of Calvin or some 
other non-Bohemian reformer, and 
because they are found in the Mag- 
deburg confessions, whose untruth- 
fulness has been proven hundreds 
of times. 


ues, “no small 


larger 


this we 


tures, 


“Let no one raise any objection 


because the Methodists contrib- 
uted the money. When any en- 
terprise is against the Catholics 
all the sects are one, even if on 
any other point each is_ pitted 
against all the others. We rightly 
said, Protestants.” 

In sending this extract from the 
Romish paper, Mr. Backora writes 
to THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC: 









“A few words may be permitted 
in the way of comment. It is true 
that the Bohemian chapel held a 
week of special services under the 
title of ‘Lectures on the Period of 
the 


Redemp- 


Decline of 
Nation.” But the 


torist father gives credit for nine 


Glory and Bohe- 


mian 


more ministers than really assist- 
the 
minister in charge of the chapel, 


ed at these meetings. Beside 
there were but four visiting clergy- 
men, three of whom were formerly 
Catholics. the 
led to that 
it was as the result of $13,250 be- 
ing the 
that pastors lectured, and 
it could be further inferred that if 
any benefit were received, it would 
be by these 


Roman Further, 


readers were believe 


sent into Bronx 


regi yn 
these 


Protestant ministers. 
Fortunately the work in the Bronx 
is under the control of the Presby- 
terians, the 
the Redemptorist 
the ground. 


and so insinuation of 
falls to 
It is possible that the 
knowledge of this fact prompted 
the statement that all 
antagonism 


fathers 


sects were 


one in the 


against 
Roman Catholics. 


“Would that 


us up some 


God 
friends 
help us to build a 


would raise 
would 
church. We 
have rented a small frame house, 
the ground floor being arranged 
as a chapel and Sunday school 
The work was started mod- 
estly and is making good progress. 
Many attacks can be _ expected 
from the above source, but oppo- 


who 


room. 


sition and persecution will help to 
bring out the people, of whom the 
Lord has many in this place.” 

The spirit of Rome in hatred of 
the truth of God is the same now 
as in Reformation times. 
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The Pope and Religious Liberty. 

The 
Algeciras, in Spain, to settle cer- 
tain affairs connected with the Mo- 
hammedan 


international conference at 


country of Morocco 


was bound to have momentous 


consequences; if for no other rea- 
son than that France and Germany 
had been for some time striving 


for supremacy there, the tension 


between them sometimes  ap- 
proaching the 
W hile 
pressing anxiety as to 
come, Pius X 

some people and amused others by 
asking Spain 


point of rupture. 


several nations were 
the 


astonished 


ex- 
out- 
Pope 
and Austria to in- 
duce the conference to arrange for 
the introduction of lib- 
erty into Morocco. gath- 


religious 
Had the 
ering occurred two or three 
ago, he would probably have 


years 
asked 
France to act as his spokesman. 
But that 
the question of liberty 
for herself by putting the Vatican 


country has attended to 


religious 


in its right place in regard to the 
French nation, much to the Pope’s 
displeasure. and Austria 
could not fulfil the Pope’s wishes, 
but all must hope the Pope will 
ask 
ligious 


Spain 


them to arrange for re- 


liberty within their own 


boundaries; and if he 


will then 
letter to that ef- 
fect to the governments of all the 
Catholic 
South 


send a circular 


countries of Central and 
much 


to hasten the spread of the pure 


America, he will do 
Gospel of Christ among many mil- 
lions of people now prevented from 
hearing it through the influence of 
his Church. Spain and 
Austria are among the most intol- 
erant 


To-day 


nations on 


earth, Austria 
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being even more reactionary than 
Spain. 

It must be admitted that these 
nations are well qualified for the 
task set the Pope, for 
both have good cause to lament 
that the Pope Pius X 
wishes them to hand to the Sultan 
of Morocco 


them by 
medicine 


was not administered 
by earlier Popes to Ferdinand and 
Isabella, to Charles V, to 
Il and to other 


subserviency to 


Philip 
monarchs whose 
the 
dragged one nation down from the 
foremost 


Papacy has 


place on earth to well 


nigh the lowest among civilized 
nations, and brought endless woes 
to the other, to-day the most re- 
actionary country in Europe, and 
on the verge of disruption. 

li the had 


spoken on the subject, the history 


Spanish delegates 
of their country would enable them 
o be eloquent about the disasters 
brought upon a nation by obedience 
to the Vatican’s instructions to al- 
low no religion but that of Rome to 
exist in Spain. The could describe 
the horrors of the Inquisition and the 
economic and 
that 


The bloodthirsty 


lisastrous political 


followed its 


results opera- 
Alva, the 
the 


are only three of 


tions. 


cruel Torquemada, and 


oted Philip I] 


big- 


he characters that have been made 


historic by the disasters they 


brought upon their country by 


making themselves cat’s-paws for 
The Aus- 


trian delegate might have reinforced 


the Popes of their day. 


his plea for religious liberty by 
comparing his 


the 


country of to-day 


with Austria of bygone cen- 


turies, and noting the contrast be- 
that of 


kingdom © of 


tween its history and the 


Protestant Prussia 


during the same periods of time. 
The spectacle of the delegates of 
two such nations asking Protes- 
tant peoples like the United States, 
Great Britain and Germany to ob- 
tain permission from a Mohamme- 
dan prince to permit the invasion 
of his country by the most intol- 
erant religious body in the world 
would be a piece of impudence. 

No Pope has ever yet expressed 
the slightest desire for 
liberty in any country. 
that Pius X int im- 
mortalize his name by conferring 


religious 
Is it pos- 
sible intends: to 
the boon of religious liberty upon 
the priests and people of his own 
Church? will 

In the meantime, 
no American 


,1me show. 

however, let 
Protestants be de- 
ceived by any such announcements. 
The leopard has not yet changed 
his spots, and the Roman Church 
is at heart to-day exactly the same 
as in the days of Bloody Mary in 
England, of Alva in the Nether- 
lands, of Louis XIV in France, of 
Torquemada in Spain, of Cortez in 
Mexico and Pizarro in The 


Inquisition is still in existence in 


Peru. 


Rome. and the only reason for its 
present animation” is 
the inabilitv of the Vatican to find 
the “civil 


“suspended 
arm” ready and willing 
to carry out its desires. 


PROTESTANTS AND CATHOLICS. 


It was with pleasure that the Editor 


of Tne Converted CatTHoLic  ac- 
cepted an invitation to deliver a lec- 
ture at the Deaconess Home, Madison 
avenue and Eighty-sixth street, New 
York city, on January 18. There he 
found forty-five deaconesses, includ- 


ing a large class in training for that 
















valuable work for God and for hu- 
manity. 

In his address the Editor began by 
showing that the Church of Rome had 
been erected upon the ashes of the 
Roman Empire. It would be an inter- 
esting study to learn how the Church 
at Rome, to whom Paul and other 
disciples preached, became the Church 
of Rome which has filled so many 
countries for so many centuries 
with darkness and superstition. The 
Roman Empire had obtained the mas- 
tery of the world by subjugating na- 
tions one after another, and compell- 
ing them to obey its commands. 
While this compulsion was applied 
in different ways, sometimes by 
force of arms, sometimes by brib- 
ery, and sometimes by persuasion, 
one object was kept steadily in 
view—the reduction to submission 
of the people in every country. 
When the Roman Empire fell, the 
Church of Rome inherited the same 
ambition to rule the world that had 
animated the Czsars, and it set to 
work to attain the same object by 
similar methods. 

As under the Empire, all the sub- 
ject nations were governed by a com- 
paratively small group of men in 
Rome, so all the hundreds of thou- 
sands of Roman Catholics in the vari- 
ous countries of the globe are held in 
mental and spiritual bondage by a 
handful of Italians at the Vatican, who 
know little and care less about the 
peoples’ needs or wishes, so long as 
they can retain their spiritual power 
over them, and obtain money 
them. 


from 
And this bondage also exists 
through the system itself, for even if 
a bishop or an archbishop were to 
make it appear that he was out of 
harmony with the machine on any 
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point of doctrine or practice, he would 
immediately be deprived of his eccles- 
iastical powers, until a more sub- 
servient tool was found to fill his 
place. 

The Church of Rome is like a huge 
edifice having only one door. Before 
that door stand the Pope and_ his 
priests, and they tell all the people of 
the world that no one can enter 
Heaven except through their Church, 
and that no one can get into their 
Church without putting himself in 
subjection to the hierarchy. Thev 
cannot get into the Church without the 
aid of the priests, and then when 
they are in the Church they are told 
that they cannot approach God ex- 
cept through the priests again, and 
by doing what they command and 
believing those things taught from 
the altar and the confessional box. 

In this the of the 
Church of Rome is exercised to-day, 
with disastrous effect. The rule of 
the Empire of Rome, stern though it 
was, brought benefits to most of the 
people who lived under it; but the 
sway of the Church of Rome has ever 


way tyranny 


been a curse and a blight wherever it 
has existed. 
mention 


It is only necessary to 
Spain, Portugal and the 
countries of Central and South Amer- 
ica in support of this statement. 
The greatest duty of the Christian 
people of the United States to-day is 
to evangelize Catholics 
them; that is, they 
should regard it as a great privilege 
to make known to them the way of 
life. 


argue with them concerning the er- 


the Roman 


who surround 


They are not called upon to 


rors of the Roman system, or to re- 
proach them for the evil 
priests or Popes. 


deeds of 
But they can, as 
they have opportunity, tell them 
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the power of Jesus to save them from 
their sins, and that they can approach 
Him without the aid of any priest or 
saint, 

lt is safe to say that in this country 
the real strength of the Roman Cath- 
clic Church does not lie in the num- 
her of its members; because many of 
them are finding out that it is not good 
enough for free men, and are breaking 
all the But its 
chief power is to be found in the fa- 


away from it time. 
vor that public men and employers of 
labor Roman 


Church; the motives for giving this 


often show to the 


aid and support are diverse, it is true. 
ut that does not affect the extent of 
the mischief done. So far as individ- 


val Roman Catholics 


let them be aided in any direction in 


are concerned, 
which they may need assistance., But 
no Protestant should ever do anything 
to help forward the work of the Ro- 
man machine. To do so is simply to 
place additional chains upon the souls 


of those who 


their 
bondage and are, in many cases, seek- 


frequently feel 


ing for freedom. In Roman Catholic 
countries—France, Austria and Italy, 
for example—as the people get more 
light they reject the Roman system. 
Why, then, should. Protestants seek 
this country the 
shackles of a system 


to fasten upon 


spiritual 


that is being rejected every day 
had 


controlling power for hundreds of 


by countries in which it has 


vears? Rather it is the part of wis- 
dom to help Roman Catholics into 
the liberty of the children of God 
by telling them how to come to Jesus 
for themselves, and of the wonder- 
ful things Jesus can do for them 
when they do come. 

Some Protestants seem to think 
that the Roman Catholic people 
would not be very much better than 


they are now, even if they were 
converted; but that is because they 
have not carefully studied the facts. 

Among the men that work in a shop 
or factory, perhaps there are a hun- 
dred Roman Catholics. As one 
might see them all at work together 
there might not be much difference 
observable; but when pay night 
comes round there will be, speak- 
ing generally, quite a wide differ- 
ence. The Protestant workman 
will usually take his pay home, 
give his wife and family their share 
of it, and on Sunday he will go to 
his church and take part in the 
worship there. 

The Roman Catholic workman, on 
the other hand, is likely to visit the 
saloon on his way home. He may go 
to mass next morning, but if he does, 
he is quite likely to spend the rest 
of the day in the saloon or in- 
dulging in some other form of 
pleasure. He will not be, as a rule, 
so reliable, trustworthy, temperate 
and industrious as his Protestant 
fellow-workman. 

What is it that makes the chief dif- 
ference between them? The Protes- 
tant is taught by his Church that he is 
a responsible being—responsible not 
only to his God, but also to man; and 
that he must, therefore, live so that 
he can both respect himself and com- 
mard the respect of his fellows. 

But the Roman Catholic is re- 
sponsible to his Church—that is, 
his priest, who may be a worse 
man than himself. There is a vast 
difference between a man’s relation 
to God and to such an organization 
as the Roman Catholic Church. 

The man who confesses his sins 
to God and receives His pardon, for 
Christ’s sake, cannot live on the 
same lower plane as one who re- 
lies on the absolution of Father 
Delaney or Bishop Muldoon. 

It takes but little reflection to see 
how the general trend of the teach- 
ing of the Roman Church helps to 
create the inferiority of the moral tone 
of its people to that of the Protes- 
tant Christians. 
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GERALDINE DE LISLE; OR, TRIED AND TRUE. 
CHAPTER I. 


A CAPSIZE IN THE RIVER, AND ITS RESULT. 


3 HAT! Poring over a stupid book this glorious day, and a holi- 
day, too?” exclaimed Edward De Lisle, as, after a long search, 

he discovered his sister in a shady nook. “Come, let us have a row on 
the river.” 

“O, Eddie! how you frightened me!” replied Geraldine, starting up, 
“IT thought you had gone with papa to Ballinkeel, and was so deep in 
Spenser, that I did not hear your step. What prevented you riding?” 

“T was just getting the horse saddled, when a messenger came in hot 
haste for Father Adrian to go and anoint some dying man; and as his 
horse has been lame these two days, mother insisted I should lend him 
Victor. I was very angry, but as it couldn't be helped, I thought I would 
console myself with a row. I can easily manage the oars going down 
the stream, and you can steer.” 

“But how will you get back again?” 

“O! you can walk home, and if I find the boat, when relieved of 
your enormous weight, still too heavy, I shall fasten it somewhere, and 
send Harry to-morrow for it.” 


“What a delightful day!” exclaimed Geraldine, as they glided swiftly 


down the river. “Why do you tire yourself rowing in this great heat? 
Can't you let the boat float quietly down?” 

“So I will, as soon as we get round this curve. I want to tell you a 
great piece of news.” 

“What is it?” 

“I am going into the army,” replied Edward, dropping his oars, and 
joyfully rubbing his hands together. “Isn’t it jolly? 1 sha’n’t have 
Father Adrian any more bothering me; and shall have fine sport, and 
lots of companions, instead of moping to death, and being lectured from 
morning to night, as I am here.” 

“Not by papa, I am sure.” 

“O! if I had only papa and you, I would do well enough; but then, 
you know, papa seldom interferes, and mother and Father Adrian have 
it all their own way.” 

“What brought mama to consent? Last winter she would not hear 
of your going from home.” 

“Last night Father Adrian and I had a great row. After you had 
said your lessons he began again, and threatened he would send me 
where I would be well tamed, and mentioned the place—some Trappist 
monastery or other. I saw by his look that he was in earnest, so, with- 
out thinking of what I was doing, | went in a rage to papa, and told him 
I would run away to sea, or drown myself.” 

“O, Eddie! did you say that to papa?” 

“T did, and what is more, I meant it, too,” continued the impetuous 
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youth. “I am sick of this thraldom. Because I won't turn priest or 
monk, I am treated like a slave. I declare Harry Meehan is twice as well 
off as I am, though he has only a cabin, and I am the heir of all this 
estate. I have borne it long enough, and I won't any longer. 

“What did papa say?” 

“He seemed amazed; and thought I had lost my senses. Indeed, the 
notion of being put in that vile prison half maddened me; but he quietly 
told me to wait till he returned. The time seemed hours till he came 
back; when he told me the joyful news that he had decided I was to go, 
as soon as possible, to some military college in England; I forget the 
name of it.” 

“And what did mama and Father Adrian say? I wonder they ever 
gave their consent.” 

‘“T don’t know. I am sure they made an awful fuss about it; but you 
know that, quiet as papa is in general—too quiet, indeed—he can be very 
<letermined when once he is roused.” 

“I am sure it is for the best that you should go; but how very lonely, 
<lear Eddie, I shall be without you.” 

“That is the only drawback to my pleasure. You must try to be as 
much as you can with papa. As for Agnes, you might as well have a 
stick for a companion; she is so glum and sanctimonious.” 

“Oh, fie, Eddie, you should not say,that of poor Agnes. Mama 
says it is a great honor to have a saint in our family, and that some day 
we shall wish we could exchange with her.” 

“Times must become very bad with me, when I thall think so,” re- 
plied Edward, laughing. “I do not see, for my part, why we should be 
deprived of every enjoyment, and made miserable in this world; when, 
by paying a lot of money to our priests for masses, they can make it all 
right for us in the end.” 

“Hush, hush!” exclaimed Geraldine, involuntarily glancing round; 
“take care Father Adrian does not hear you.” 

“He is too far away for that; and if he never came back, he would 
be no loss to either of us.” 

“He has never been unkind to me.” 


“You were always a favorite! I never saw him cross with you. He 
says that I was refractory from my birth, and somehow he seems to stir 
up all the evil that is in me.” 

“T daresay you will find it very pleasant at college,” said Geraldine, 
striving to speak as cheerfully as she could for her brother’s sake; though 
her heart sank within her at the prospect of parting with her sole com- 
panion. 


“It will be like a bird getting out of a cage, or a mouse escaping 
from a cat!” exclaimed Edward gleefully; “besides, the Fitzgeralds, papa 
says, are living near the college, and I shall be great friends, very likely, 
with Sir Arthur, as he is only two years older than I am.” 
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“I am glad you will have such nice friends as the Fitzgeralds. I only 
wish we could all go and live near you.” 

“I wish I had only you and papa,” remarked Edward emphatically ; 
“but never mind, | shall have a home of my own some day, and you shall 
come and be my housekeeper; and won't we have fine times then?” 

“Oh! there is the one o’clock bell,” suddenly exclaimed Geraldine, 
“and we shall not be in time for luncheon.” 

“Yes, you will. I will land you by that tree, and you can take a 
short cut through the shrubberies. Never mind me, I have broader 
shoulders to bear blame than you have; and you know it was my fault, 
bringing you so far from home.” 

There was no time to be lost, punctuality being strictly enforced at 


the Castle. Geraldine hurriedly sprang from the boat and clambered up 


the bank. In her haste she overturned one of the oars into the river, 
where it became entangled in some floating timber. Edward, in his ef- 
forts to recover it, lost his balance and fell overboard. His head struck 
against a submerged branch, which stunned him. Ere he could recover 
himself the boat floated away out of his reach. For a moment Geraldine 
stood paralyzed with terror, but remembering that her brother could not 
swim, she looked wildly round for help. Seeing a cottage at a short dis- 
tance, she darted towards it with the swiftness of an arrow. The door 
was open, and near it was seated a gentleman reading to an aged woman. 
The terrified girl seized the stranger’s arm, and gasping out, “He is 
drowning!” drew him impetuously towards the river. 

The stranger plunged into the water, and after some difficulty suc- 
ceeded in bringing the lad to land. Meanwhile two neighboring men, 
alarmed by the old woman's cries, hurried to the spot, and assisted in 
conveying the insensible youth to the cottage. His wet garments were 
removed, and he was placed in the only bed the cottage afforded. One 
of the men ran to the Castle with news of the disaster, and for dry cloth- 
ing and restoratives. While Edward’s preserver chafed his benumbed 
limbs, the aged cottager sought to comfort his weeping sister with all 
the sympathy of an Irish heart. 

“Ah! darlint,” she entreated, “don’t take on so. Sure he'll soon be 
all right again, please the Lord. Wasn’t it He who sent the minister 
here just at the right minute? Jack Doolan and Tim couldn’t have done 
a ha’porth for him. Mr. Murray, God bless him, is a fine swimmer. | 
hope the poor, dear gintleman won’t take cold, for it’s not long since he 
had the rheumatiz; but he’ll not mind worse than that, when Master Ed- 
ward is all right. There now; I said he’d soon be round, praise be to 
God!” 

: (To be continued.) 


es 


“IT often hand your Magazine to Catholic can be as good a citizen as a 
some one who thinks that the Roman Baptist or a Methodist. I wish you 
Church does not constitute any danger success in THE CoNvertTeD CatHo- 
to our country, and that a Roman Lic and Christ’s Mission.—B.” 
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FATHER O’CONNOR’S LETTERS TO CARDINAL GIBBONS. 


SIXTH SERIES. 
XXXIV. 
New York, February, 1906. 

Sir:—The first Sunday of the New Year you preached a sermon 
in your cathedral in Baltimore which the press has sent broadcast over 
the country. The substance of your discourse was that the Roman 
Catholic Church—you euphemistically used the term Church of Christ 
in many sentences—was indestructible. It had survived the storms and 
stress of time for many centuries, and therefore it would last forever. 
But, Cardinal, you omitted to say that Satan had also survived, and 
that the powers of evil, the forces opposed to righteousness, were as 
rampant as they ever were. The survival of your Church is a weak argu- 
ment for its continuance. In one sentence you declare, “The Church 
has been constantly engaged in warfare against heresy and schism fo- 


mented by her own rebellious children.” And in another sentence you 


say, “Amid the continual changes in human institutions she is the one 
institution that never changes.” 

Now, Cardinal, let me ask you, why have heresy and schism been 
fomented by the rebellious children of the Roman Church? The answer 
is furnished by the second sentence I quote from your sermon—the 
Roman Catholic Church never changes, for the better. There is no lib- 
erty in it, no development, no progress, no uplifting power to take human 
beings out of the natural, sinful condition in which opposition to the 
divine will has placed all men. Your Church has done nothing to lift 
men out of this natural state. Rather, it has opposed the purpose of 
Almighty God, whose will is that all men should be saved—delivered 
from evil and saved for His Kingdom. God’s love for human beings, 
even for those “dead in trespasses and sins,” caused Him to send His 
own Son to be their Saviour; and Jesus Christ came on earth in the 
form of man “not to condemn the world, but that the world through 
Him might be saved.” 

The whole history of the Roman Catholic Church is a record of 
its opposition to the divine purpose. You will not allow men to come 
to Christ to be saved. Your Church has condemned them for calling 


on the name of the Lord, without your permission, without passing 


through the unholy hands of your popes, bishops and priests. Your 
Church has tortured men and burned them at the stake for reading the 
Word of God and learning that they could be saved without vour 
“sacraments.” That is why “heresy and schism have been fomented by 
the rebellious children of the Church.” The whole world gives thanks 
to God for those heroic rebels. 

Yes, Cardinal, your Church, like Satan, shall survive until the com- 
ing of the Lord, whose reign shall destroy all the powers of evil. 

My space is limited in this letter, Cardinal, or I would tell you of 
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the latest “heretic-and rebel” who has come out of your Church to 
Christ’s Mission. You will learn much about him in this issue of THe 
CONVERTED CATHOLIC, where his first sermon as a “heretic” appears. It 
is the outpouring of an honest heart that, by the power of the Holy 
Spirit, has been opened to the influence of the Gospel that is preached 
in Christ’s Mission, as in all the evangelical churches that constitute 
the true Church of Christ. 

I close this letter with the following poem, written by another 
“heretic and rebel.” Yours truly, James A. O'Connor. 



















The Rescue. 


A poem which appeared in the “personal"’ column of “The Times,”” London, England, recently. 


A sinner, lost, and in my guilt I lay 

Although a son, devoted son, of Rome 
But Jesus in His love pass'd by that way, (Lk. 10: 30.) 
And now I am a child of God become 











My soul was famish'd till | found my God: (Lk. 15: 16.) 
Rome gave me nothing to supply my need; 

gut since I’ve known the merits of Christ's blood, 

My soul is with the richest dainties fed, (Jn. 6: 35.) 











Confession to a priest ne’er gave me peace, 
Sut lull’d my soul to sleep in carnal ease, 

Till God awoke me, in His Sovereign grace, (Gal. 1: 15.) 

And taught me not myself, but Him to please. 






And, now, my peace doth like a river flow, 
Since I have known redemption thro’ that blood, 

Which makes the sinner whiter than the snow, 

And constitutes him, now, a priest with God. (1 Pet. 2:9.) 












The Rock on which my peace with God is built 
Is Christ, who is God's righteousness, for me; (Rom. 10: 3, 4.) 
His precious blood, for sin, on Calvary spilt, (Rev. 1:5; Heb. 9: 14.) 

Is all my trust, and my security. 






Henceforth, my praise shall be of Him alone, 
Who sought and found me, stripped and washed me in 
His peerless blood, which could alone atone 









For sin and guilt, so odious as mine. 
Lord Jesus! Thou the mighty work hast done! 
Hast vanquish’d death and hell and set me free (Heb. 2: 14, 15.) 


Hast glorified Thy Father, and art gone (John 17: 4.) 
A place in heaven to prepare for me. (John 14: 2.) 

















Thou art my only Mediator there, (1 Tim. 2: 5.) 






e The One High Priest—by God Thou wast ordain’d: (Heb. 5:5, 10.) 
Nor Mary, mother of our Lord, may share 
g That office, which by Thee alone is claim’d 
ig ; ae et , 
My Lord will soon His injur’d name defend, 
Ar And all corruptors of His Word shall find, 
1e When He. in clouds of glory shall descend. 
That they have been blind leaders of the blind. 
ur 
Vv Oh! give me grace to praise Thee more and more 
a That light e’er shone on my benighted soul; (2 Cor. 4:6.) 
ks Thee only would I love, and Thee adore. 
And pray that light may shine from pole to pole 
m- Lord! bring Thine own from ’neath her blinding power 
Her superstitions and her priestly thrall, 
f Ere on her Thou Thine indignation pour, (Rev. 18: 4, 5.) 
© 


And sweep her from the earth, both great and small ya 
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An Antidote to Rome. 


The Rev. T. G. A. Coté, of 
Lowell, Mass., the founder of the 
French Protestant work in New 
England, who is spending the win- 
ter in Florida, in a letter dated 
January 15, 1906, says: “Since I 
saw you at Lowell two years ago, 
at the twenty-fifth anniversary of 
our French Protestant 
have suffered somewhat 
New England winter. 
This season, however, I am much 
better. 


work, I 
from our 


climate in 


“Here in this quiet part of Flor- 


ida a certain priest of Rome is very 
active in visiting Protestant fam- 
ilies, and as they seem to be ig- 


Rome he 
makes some headway among them. 


norant of the ways of 


You know how wily some of these 
think that if we 


few 


priests can be. I 
could circulate a 
THE 


would 


copies of 


CONVERTED CATHOLIC, they 


produce a very good ef- 


fect. If you will send me a pack- 
age I will see that they are dis- 
tributed properly.” 

Requests for copies to counter- 
act the influence of 
fathers in 


the Paulist 
missions to Prot- 
““non-Catholics”—as 


they disingenuously express them- 


their 
estants, or 
anti- 


selves—and to serve as an 


dote to the poison of the Jesuits, 
came from’ several States last 
month. We endeavor to comply 
with all such requests. We should 
be glad to have our friends share 
in the expense attendant upon the 
circulation of the Magazine in this 
way, so certainly 
good results. 


productive of 


Last month several hundred 
copies of THe CONVERTED CATH- 
oOLIc were placed in the hands of 
readers who saw the Magazine for 
the first Some of these 
friends have requested that it be 
sent to regularly. This 
month many more copies will be 
sent to new readers, and we hope 
they will be enrolled among the 
regular subscribers. All 
friends say the January issue was 
a good one. So we think is this 
If the like 
it we shall endeavor to make each 


time. 


them 


our 


number. new readers 
succeeding issue this year equally 
interesting and helpful in the de- 
velopment of Christian life and in 
uprooting the foundations of error 
and superstition. 


aeatitsinnaitiimm 

A special effort will be made to 
get THE CONVERTED 
CaTHOLic into the hands of Italian 
priests all over the United States. 
It will be a_ useful 


this issue of 


number for 


friends to send to any Roman Cath- 
olics in whom they may be specially 
interested. 


Christ’s Mission Work. 


FORM OF BEQUEST. 
I give and bequeath to Christ's Mission, organized 
in the Citv of New York, the sum of § 
to be applied tothe uses and purposes of said Mission 
All communications can be addressed to 
James A. O’Connor, Secretary of the 
Board of Trustees, at the Mission House, 
142 West Twenty-first St., New York. 





